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Hypotheses and Results

Introduction
A Review of the Literature
This paper examines the factors that have contributed to the
views individuals have towards the topic of illegal
immigration.
•These factors range from party ID, level of education,
race and news sources.
•Using the Chapman Survey of American fears, I
analyzed that there is an evident correlation between an
individuals race, education, political identification and
usage of media in the way they view the topic of illegal
immigration.
•Certain events throughout history have sparked an
increase in the hostility and the xenophobic sentiment
towards foreigners throughout the United States.
• Over the course of the years, the topic of immigration
has aroused tension and has divided Americans with the
past three presidencies.
Xenophobia and Anti Immigrant Sentiment:
• The term xenophobia is defined to be the fear of anything
that is perceived to be foreign or unknown.
• The 9/11 attack is one incident that intensified the
concern and fear others have on immigrants. Studies
have revealed that after the 9/11 attack there was a
spike in the amount of people who feared and targeted
immigrants, specifically middle easterners.
• The Covid-19 outbreak came with a lot of violence
and discrimination towards Asians. The violence and
animosity towards Asians stemmed from comments
made from politicians which carried onto other
individuals in society. Individuals in society began
generalizing the Asian race and blamed them for
causing the Covid outbreak.
Market theory:
• The labor market theory is defined to be the explanation of
how wages are determined and workers are assigned jobs.
The theory is split into two, the primary sector and the
secondary sector.
•Studies have used the labor market theory to explain how
immigrants have not affected or interfered with
Americans' chances of attaining a job.
• The secondary sector is composed of those individuals who
work at low skilled jobs with low pay and poor working
conditions.
• The primary sector is described to be where employers
invest money in the training of their employees and
employees are able to move up positions whereas in the
secondary sector there is a lower chance of moving up in the
job ladder.
• The labor market theory suggests that native-born Americans
arguably have a higher opportunity of attaining jobs with
higher pay and job security.

Hypothesis 1

Hypothesis 3

The stronger you identify as Republican the more likely you are
to fear illegal immigration.

Minority racial groups (Latinos, Blacks, Asains) are more
likely to fear the topic of illegal immigration.

My hypothesis was supported through my findings. Looking at the percent
differences, there is an evident difference between how each party responded to
being “very afraid” of illegal immigrants. 23.5 percent of those individuals
who identify as Republican express that they are “very afraid” while only 1.1
percent of the Democrats state that they are “very afraid” of illegal immigrants.
Only 6.6 percent of Independents stated that they are “very afraid” of illegal
immigrants which is still statistically a lot lower than Republicans. Data shows
that Democrats have the highest percent of individuals who are “not afraid” of
illegal immigrants while Republicans show the lowest percent of individuals
who are “not afraid” of illegal immigrants. Party Identification did have an
impact on the way individuals view the topic of illegal immigration.

Hypothesis 2
The higher the education an individuals has, the more likely an
individual is to be less fearful of illegal immigration.

Conclusions
Hypothesis 1:
Party Identification did have an impact on the way
individuals view the topic of illegal immigration.Data shows
that democrats have the highest percent of individuals who are
“not afraid” of illegal immigrants while republicans show the
lowest percent of individuals who are “not afraid” of illegal
immigrants.
Hypothesis 2:
My hypothesis was supported through my findings, the bar
chart shows that level of education does have an impact in the
way individuals view illegal immigration, studies reveal that
individuals who have a higher level of education are less afraid
of immigrants. Findings show that Postgraduates have the
highest percentage of “not being afraid” of illegal immigrants
while high school graduates have the lowest percent of “not
being afraid” of illegal immigrants.

The findings on the bar chart, partially supported my hypothesis as Black
Americans and hispanics showed to have the highest percent of those who
“do not fear” illegal immigration however Asians had the lowest percent
of those individuals who are “not afraid” of illegal immigrants. Hispanics
had the highest percent of individuals who are “not afraid” of illegal
immigrants with 67.6 percent. The second highest percent of individuals
who do not fear illegal immigrants were Black Americans with 64.8
percent. The lowest percent of individuals who do not fear illegal
immigrants were Asians with 41.8 percent. Both hispanics and Black
Americans had a higher percent of not fearing illegal immigrants over
white Americans. The only minority group that did not have a high
percentage of “not fearing” illegal immigrants were Asians.

Hypothesis 4
The more an individual relies on FOX news, the higher the
rate that they fear illegal immigration.

Hypothesis 3:
The findings on the bar chart, partially supported my
hypothesis as black and hispanics showed to have the highest
percent of those who “do not fear” illegal immigration however
Asians had the lowest percent of those individuals who are “not
afraid” of illegal immigrants.The bar chart shows that White
Americans have the highest percent of respondents saying they
are “very afraid” with 15.6 percent compared to the other
minority groups who are significantly lower therefore there is a
correlation between an individual's race and an individual's
view on illegal immigration.
Hypothesis 4:
My hypothesis was supported with the regression table,
all variables were statistically significant, with p values under
.05. Data suggest that those individuals who are watching FOX
news are more likely to identify with conservative views on the
topic of illegal immigration and those watching CNN and
MSNBC identify with more liberal views on the topic of
illegal immigration.
Overall, party ID, education, race and media sources plays a
role in forming views on illegal immigrants.
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